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WASHINGTON – Backed by sheriffs and members of “angel families,” including three from

Arizona, President Donald Trump on Friday vetoed a bill that would have blocked his declaration of

a national emergency at the southern border.

“I knew this day would come, you know, that he would do something that proves to all of us that he

is doing exactly what he promised the American people during his campaign,” said Mary Ann

Mendoza.

Mendoza, who founded Angel Families for survivors of people killed by immigrants here illegally,

was at the veto signing ceremony with fellow Arizona Angel Family member Steve Ronnebeck and

Pinal County Sheriff Mark Lamb.

Despite Mendoza’s optimism, however, Friday’s veto (https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-

statements/veto-message-house-representatives-h-j-res-46/) is not a green light for the national

emergency declaration that Trump said would let him shift billions of dollars that Congress has
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President Donald Trump with Mary Ann Mendoza and, between them, Steve Ronnebeck at a White House event where Trump vetoed a bill t
would have revoked his declaration of a national emergency at the border. Mendoza and Ronnebeck are both Arizona residents and Angel
Femily members – people with a family member killed by someone here illegally. (Photo by Alex Wong/Getty Images)
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denied him for border wall construction.

Congress does not appear to have enough votes to override the veto. But House Speaker Nancy

Pelosi said Friday the House would “once again act to protect our Constitution and our democracy

from the President’s emergency declaration by holding a vote to override.”

Even if the override stands as expected, the emergency declaration faces several separate court

challenges, including one from 16 states. (https://www.scribd.com/document/399944449/States-

Suit-Against-Emergency-Declaration)

But Trump said (https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/remarks-president-trump-

national-security-humanitarian-crisis-southern-border-2/) Friday while “Congress has the freedom

to pass this resolution … I have the duty to veto it.”

“Congress’ vote to deny the crisis on the southern border is a vote against reality,” Trump said. “It’s

against reality. It is a tremendous national emergency.”

But Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer said Friday that the only emergency was of Trump’s

making.

“Congress has refused to fund the wall multiple times; Mexico won’t pay for it; and a bipartisan

majority in both chambers just voted to terminate his fake emergency,” Schumer said in a

statement released by his office.

(Graphic by Quindrea Yazzie/Cronkite News)

Sources: White House officials

The art of the (national border emergency) deal

$1.375 billion 
from the bill Congress 

approved Thursday and 
Trump signed Friday

$600 million
from the Treasury 

Department's asset 
forfeiture fund (assets 

seized in court proceedings)

$2.5 billion 
from a Defense Department 
fund to counter drug activity 

(Title 10 section 284)

$3.6 billion 
from the Pentagon budget 

for military construction
(Title 10 section 2808)*

* This is the section of law 
requiring declaration of a 

national emergency.

President Donald Trump declared a national emergency at the border, a move he 
said lets him take $6.6 billion from funds shown here and add them to the $1.375 
billion Congress approved this week for border wall construction. 

How $1.375 billion became $8 billion
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Arizona lawmakers did not immediately return requests for comment Friday. But in a statement

Thursday – when 12 Senate Republicans joined all Democrats to block the emergency on a 59-41

vote (https://www.senate.gov/legislative/LIS/roll_call_lists/roll_call_vote_cfm.cfm?

congress=116&session=1&vote=00049#position) – Sen. Kyrsten Sinema, D-Arizona, said Congress

has a responsibility to control the budget.

“Several weeks ago, Congress increased Homeland Security funding by $1.7 billion for this year,”

Sinema’s statement said. “While there is more work for Congress to do, the emergency declaration

undermines critical military assets across our country and unnecessarily puts at risk resources for

Arizona servicemembers and national security.”

Trump declared a national emergency (https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-

actions/presidential-proclamation-declaring-national-emergency-concerning-southern-border-

united-states/) last month as he grudgingly signed a budget bill that allowed the government to

reopen after a 35-day shutdown, the longest in history. That budget included $1.375 billion for

border security, less than Congress had originally offered and well below Trump’s demand for $5.7

billion, a demand that sparked the shutdown in December.

Trump said the emergency would let him shift $6.6 billion, mostly from the Defense Department, to

a border wall.

Critics seized on Trump’s remark at the announcement of an emergency that he “didn’t need to do

this, but I’d rather do it much faster.” Congress moved quickly to reject the declaration, with the

House on Feb. 26 voting 245-182 (http://clerk.house.gov/evs/2019/roll094.xml) and the Senate

following suit Thursday.

Arizona’s House delegation split along party lines, with Democrats opposing the emergency and

Republicans backing it. The state’s Senate delegation also split, with Sen. Martha McSally, R-

Arizona, voting to uphold the emergency.

At the White House signing ceremony Friday, Lamb urged lawmakers to “come down and see

firsthand what we’re dealing with…. And you’ll see that we do – we are dealing with a crisis.”

“What we say in Arizona is, this isn’t about immigration anymore; this is about drug trafficking and

human trafficking into this country,” he said. “If you care about human rights, you should

absolutely care about border security.”

Mendoza insisted there is an emergency at the border and that “the American people are fed up

with the lies that come out of Washington.”

“This is what’s right for our American people and what is right for our country,” she said after the

veto.
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